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If you wish to act as a supervisor for a first- or second-year University of Toronto medical student wishing to conduct a 

research project in the Humanities & Social Sciences between June and August 2022, please complete the form below 

with as much detail as possible.  

 

***Submit this form to crems.programs@utoronto.ca by the deadline of February 24, 2022** 

 

 

PART A: Supervisor and On-Site Supervisor Contact Information 

 

Name 
 

Dr. Suze Berkhout 

Email Address 
 

suze.berkhout@uhn.ca 

Telephone 
 

 416 340 3762 

Department 
 

Psychiatry 

Selected Publications 
 
 

Berkhout, Suze G., Sheehan, Kathleen, and Abbey, 

Susan. 2021. “Individual and Institutional Levels of 

Concern in Healthcare Workers in Canada During the 

COVID-19 Pandemic: A Qualitative Study.” JAMA Open. 

4(7): e2118425. 

Berkhout, Suze G. and Zaheer, Juveria. 2021. “Digital 

Self-Monitoring, Bodied Realities: Re-Casting App-Based 

Technologies in First Episode Psychosis” Catalyst: 
Feminism, Theory, Technoscience. 7(1). 

Berkhout, Suze G. and Richardson, Lisa. 2020. “Identity, 

Politics, and the Pandemic: Why is COVID-19 a Disaster 

for Feminism(s)?” History and Philosophy of the Life 

Sciences. 42(49). 

Berkhout, Suze G., Zaheer, Juveria, and Remington, 

Gary. 2019. “Identity, Subjectivity, and Disorders in Self 

in First Episode Psychosis.” Culture, Medicine, and 

Psychiatry. 43(3): 442-467.  
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Berkhout, Suze G. and Jaarsma, Ada S. 2018. 

“Trafficking in Cure and  

Harm: Placebos, Nocebos, and the Curative Imaginary.” 

Disability Studies Quarterly 38(4). 

Area of Research Project (2 keywords) 
 

Critical disability studies, transplant medicine 

 

PART B: Project Information  

 

*The option to consider student ideas and/or opt for a less detailed supervisor project description is also available. If this 

pertains to your project/situation, please indicate below in the space provided* 

 

Project Title (this can be modified later, but we would like to have a working title from the start): 
 
Temporalities of Cure in Liver Transplantation 
 

Provide background information on the project (max 500 words): 
 

Temporalities of Cure in Liver Transplantation (“Temporalities” Project) examines the experience of long-term 

survivors of liver transplantation, exploring the limitations that exist in how their experience is conceptualized and what 

is lacking in conventional clinical approaches to psychosocial supports for this population. The lived experience of liver 

transplant recipients (LTR) is marked by complications that build over time (Serper and Asrani 2019), including 

increased risks of hepatocellular carcinoma, cardiometabolic disease, fatty liver disease within the new graft, and 

systemic infection (Bhat et al. 2018; Johnston et al. 2002; Ciccarelli et al. 2005). Post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, 

and depression are also common (Grover and Sarkar 2012). The breadth, seriousness, and frequency of complications 

for long-term survivors of liver transplantation is juxtaposed by widespread expectations within the broader field of 

solid organ transplant (SOT), that one’s post-transplant lifeworld will be a “new and improved state” (Standing et al. 

2017) and a “second chance” at life (Stubber and Kirkman 2020). But while the curative possibilities of transplantation 

“epitomize the power and promise of biomedicine,” one is “never quite beyond illness” (Heinemann 2020, 82). This 

study examines how the curative intent of liver transplantation is entangled with mounting complications as one enters 

a chronic illness temporality, undercutting what it means to live well in the post-transplantation period.  
The project is motivated by the question of what futures might materialize when transplant medicine is imbricated with 

a critical stance that questions presuppositions about cure, futurity, livability and thriving.  

The Temporalities project will pair a scoping review and thematic analysis of qualitative health research in 

liver transplantation with a critical discourse analysis of psychosocial and quality of life tools employed in liver 

transplantation settings. The project’s objectives are to (1) map the qualitative health research and clinical tools 

employed to understand emotional, spiritual, social, and quality of life challenges in liver transplantation; (2) critically 

engage with issues that remain unexamined with respect to long-term survivorship. Temporalities is an extension study 

relating to Dr. Suze Berkhout’s New Frontiers Research Fund-supported project, “Frictions of Futurity and Cure in 
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Transplant Medicine.” This is co-led by disability scholar and crip technoscience expert, Dr. Kelly Fritsch (Carleton 

University). T 

he MAA-CREMS student joining this project will be part of a larger research team of graduate students and 

post-doctoral fellows, and will also be welcome to collaborate through research team meetings with additional 

humanities-based research projects within Dr. Berkhout’s program of research. Any prior experience with qualitative 

research, scoping or systematic review methodologies or humanities scholarship is an asset, please highlight this in 

your letter of interest. 
 
Student’s roles and responsibilities in bullet form (please be as specific as possible): 
 
Scoping review 
The student will support the research team by: 

• Collaborating with the project librarian on search strategy and uploading texts to COVIDENCE for screening 

• Screening abstracts and full texts  

• Data extraction from selected full texts 

• Thematic analysis of selected full texts 

• Literature review 

• Initial draft of manuscript preparation  
Discourse Analysis 
The student will collaborate with the research team graduate student: 

• File organization 

• Developing a thematic analysis through qualitative coding 

• Literature review contributions 

Is this project for a specific student, or will you interview 
and select an interested student who would contact you 
directly for this opportunity?  
 
Note: All supervisor/student applications will be 
adjudicated by a panel of faculty, given a score, and 
ranked based on the score given. Funding will be based 
on ranking. 

O For a specific student.  Name of student:  
________________________________________ 
 
 
 
x For whichever student is chosen after interview 

If human subjects are involved, has Ethics been 
obtained? 
  
Note: Written proof or an email indicating protocol 
approval may be requested prior to the student’s arrival 
at on-site location 

 
O Yes 
O No 
x N/A 

 


